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Thomas Day Symposium
Join us on July 30, 9am till noon, for an
informative deep dive into the history and
artisanry of Thomas Day. Learn not only about
the life and social context of Thomas Day, his
wife Aquilla, and their family, but learn about
the identifying features and technology that
typifies his furniture for clues on what might be
– and might not be – Thomas Day's furniture.
Historian Dr. Paul Baker and furniture
designer and collector Scott Coley will share
their observations related to Thomas Day’s
legacy. This FREE event will be held in the
Blandwood Carriage House.
Learn
More

RSVP

Wednesday September 14
Join Us at Our Annual Meeting
Though we held our most recent Annual
Meeting last February, this meeting serves as
Preservation Greensboro’s abridged annual
General Membership Meeting that will align
with the organization’s new bylaws and fiscal
year. In addition to the election of members to
the Board of Directors and a community
update, attendees will hear of exciting
preservation initiatives from around the state

by Dr. Darin Waters, our North Carolina State
Historic Preservation Officer. Seating is limited
for this ticketed event. Tickets are $18 per
person.
Annual
Meeting
Are you interested in being a sponsor of our Annual Meeting?
Sponsorship Information
Email Kathryn if you are interested in sponsoring the Annual Meeting

Insider's Guide to Thomas Day
Open Through September 30 Only Two Months Left!

New Perspectives on Thomas Day at Blandwood
Thomas Day (1801-c.1861) was a North Carolinian and free man of color who
designed and produced furniture and woodwork for wealthy clients in the midnineteenth century. This was a challenging time for people of color in the
South, but Day excelled in attracting influential and high-powered patrons. His
cabinet shop in the riverside town of Milton, NC was the largest in the state at
its peak, and his work has graced the homes of influential residents and
collectors for generations.
Learn
More
Guided tours of the exhibit at Blandwood begin on April 1 and end on
September 30. Regular museum hours are Tuesdays – Saturdays 11am – 4pm
& Sundays 2pm – 5pm with the exception of major national holidays. The last
tour begins one hour prior to closing. Tickets are $8 at the door for individuals.
Come as a group! Group tickets for 10 attendees or more are available for $7
per person. Call us in advance for group reservations.

Tour Admission Includes Catalog
A catalog of Thomas Day pieces and
Morehead Collection pieces have been
created for the current temporary exhibit. The
exhibition pairs furniture of like-uses and
forms, allowing visitors to observe what would

have been the most stylish and influential
designs in North Carolina in the middle
nineteenth century. As a craftsman, Thomas
Day was inspired by pieces from Philadelphia
and New York, both of which are well
represented in the Morehead Collection of
furniture. The catalog is a useful keepsake of
this important exhibition.

Thomas Day All Around Greensboro!
Blandwood Museum is not the only showcase of Thomas Day's work in the
Gate City! Explore these sites to learn more!
The University Galleries at North Carolina Agricultural and Technical State
University will present an in-person exhibition, Thomas Day: African
American Furniture Maker and his Artistry. This exhibit, conducted in
partnership with the North Carolina Museum of History, features rare and
beautiful works by cabinet maker and artisan Thomas Day. It is open to the
public and runs from March 30 to August 30.
The Historic Magnolia House features some notable examples of Day's work.
The Magnolia House serves as an events venue, restaurant, and bed and
breakfast. It is one of perhaps four Green Book sites in North Carolina still in
operation and housed some of our nation’s most well-known African
Americans during segregation. Check the website for viewing opportunities.
The Greensboro History Museum has opened NC Democracy: Eleven
Elections, their latest exhibition opening on April 23, to highlight Thomas Day’s
legal rights and standing as a free man of color and features two stylistically
different side chairs by the master craftsman. Visitors can also see a matching
side chair displayed in the museum’s Tate-Walsh bedroom.
Looking for more Thomas Day? More information can be found on display at
MESDA in Winston-Salem and the NC Museum of History in Raleigh.

Thomas Day Items in Our Museum Shop
Our Blandwood Museum Shop is stocked with more information on Thomas
Day! Other items for sale in our shop include books on themes of area
architecture, Preservation Greensboro and Blandwood apparel, and collectible
items handmade made right here in North Carolina!

Thomas Day | Master Craftsman and Free
Man of Color. This seminal book on Thomas
Day was published in 2010 by Patricia
Marshall and Greensboro's own Jo Ramsay
Leimenstoll. The book documents his early
history, influences, and struggles as a person
of color living in the highly restricted American
South in the decades before the Civil War.
320 pp., 8x11, 20 color and 243 b&w illus.,
$35.00 Personally signed by Leimenstoll!

Thomas Day | African American Furniture
Maker. This paperback publication written by
Rodney D. Barfield and Patricia J. Marshall
was first printed in 2005. The book was
reprinted in 2010 as part of the North Carolina
Museum of History's exhibit on Thomas Day's
"Behind the Veneer" through the Historical
Publications Section of the North Carolina
Office of Archives and History. 67 pp., 7x10,
b&w illus., $10.00

N.C. A&T Campus

Two Major Preservation Grants
Awarded
North Carolina Agricultural and Technical
State University’s World War Memorial
Stadium and Vanstory Hall have each
received a $500,000 grant from the National
Park Service to offset rehabilitation costs.
The funds are a portion of $9.7 million
awarded to help preservation projects on the
campuses of historically Black colleges and
universities. In Greensboro, A&T's grant is
critical for the preservation of World War
Memorial Stadium. The landmark is currently
included on our 2021 Treasured Places

Watch List.
Learn More!

Preservation Events & Activities
Join us on one of our interesting programs that reveal the architecture
and history of our city. Learn about the imaginative and influential
works of Thomas Day in Caswell County, or shop "old house parts" at
our Architectural Salvage Showroom. Plan to attend our Annual
Meeting to network with other preservationists in Greensboro!
October 7 and 14
Ghost Stories at Blandwood
A Halloween tradition of Ghost Stories
continues this October at Blandwood. Our
special friend and storyteller Cynthia Moore
Brown will weave her 18th season of magic
with spine-tingling stories, historic legends,
and fanciful tales about North Carolina.
Learn
More

October 21 and 22
Victorian Halloween at Blandwood
The Victorians were always open for a ghostly
guest or a spiritual sensation…and
Blandwood is Greensboro’s grandest Victorian
house! You will be guided by a ghoul from
room to room as you listen to literary readings
of supernatural stories. Victorian authors
including Edgar Allen Poe, Dora Sigerson
Shorter, Bram Stoker, H. G. Wells, and an
anonymous Greensboro writer of 1873 will be
showcased in this celebration of literature and
theatrical arts!
Learn
More

Save-the-Date October 21
WE BUILT THIS Exhibit @ NCA&T
Preservation North Carolina's groundbreaking
exhibit entitled WE BUILT THIS will come to
Greensboro this fall! It will be displayed in the
University Galleries located on the campus of
NC A&T State University from October 21 to
December 9, 2022. Admission will be free.
The exhibit was created to acknowledge and
inform the public of the history and legacy of
Black builders and craftspeople in North
Carolina by highlighting the stories of those
who constructed and designed many of our
state’s most treasured historic sites. Watch
our website and social media for more
announcements related to this exhibit.
WE BUILT
THIS

Architectural Salvage
1028-B Huffman Street in East Greensboro

Our showroom is open Fridays 10:00 a.m. –
6:00 p.m. and Saturdays 9:00 a.m. – 3:00
p.m. New vintage materials are added with
each salvage. Perhaps you could use some
old house parts for your own old house...or
maybe you have a special project that needs
some vintage flair. Come take a look and
explore!

Visit Our
Website

Garden Volunteers Tend To History
447 West Washington Street in Downtown

Do you want a little fresh air with your
volunteer work? Come help us tend the

historic gardens at Blandwood! Helpers of all
ages and skill range at all levels are welcome,
and gentle direction will be provided as
needed. Gardeners meet once weekly in the
morning, but work times may vary depending
on the weather. Click below to add your name
to the email notification list of garden
volunteers!

Add Me!

Connect With Us!
Sustainer Membership
Hit the Easy Button! Make charitable giving as easy as possible by becoming a
PGI Sustainer! Membership with Preservation Greensboro is easier than ever,
thanks to our new monthly giving option. PGI Sustainers sign up to make
monthly contributions to PGI through an automatic monthly charge to a credit
card or draft from a bank account. Consider joining with this convenient
membership tool. Sustainers spread their contributions throughout the year
and provide PGI with a reliable source of funding. Simply click on the secure
link below and enroll as a Sustainer Member to get the ball rolling.
Sustainer

Amazon Smile
Shop on Amazon? Did you know that if you name Preservation Greensboro as
your selected charity on your smile.amazon.com start page, Amazon donates
0.5% of the purchase to Preservation Greensboro? You can bookmark the link
and support us every time you shop! Type "Preservation Greensboro
Incorporated" in the search box and scroll to find us on the alphabetic list.

Planned Giving for Preservation
Help make Preservation Greensboro and Blandwood Museum more stable
organizations by considering a legacy gift. Many assume that our organization
- with a 50-year timeline and an affiliation with the Morehead name - must be
well-financed by a deep endowment or government support, but this is not
accurate. A commitment to support preservation work in Greensboro is an
investment that will remain here in the Gate City. A gift from your estate may

bequeath a specific dollar amount or a percentage of value. Please consider
an investment in Greensboro's future through historic preservation!

Why Your Membership Is Important
As a non-profit, our membership provides our most reliable revenue stream.
We are constantly working to grow our membership base at all levels, and we
depend on support from citizens and preservationists like you to accomplish
our mission of saving our community's historic and architectural treasures. We
do this by serving Greensboro as a key resource for community reinvestment
strategies to leverage historic preservation. Your membership gift allows us to
provide strategic planning and increased awareness of historic places.
Contributions and
Memberships

Preservation Greensboro Incorporated | 336-272-5003 | 447 West Washington Street,
Greensboro, NC 27401 | preservationgreensboro.org













