Welcome

to Lindley Park, one of Greensboro’s most charming
neighborhoods! Preservation Greensboro celebrates the
history and architecture of this treasured place with our
Tour of Historic Homes & Gardens. This signature event
of Preservation Greensboro is now in its 9th season and
remains the only historic home tour in the city.
Your participation in this tour helps us meet our
mission to build thriving communities by protecting and
renewing our historic and architectural treasures. Thank
you!

Tour Rules and
Helpful Hints!

1. Wear comfortable shoes. Do not wear spiked heels, as
they may damage wood floors.
2. Please find parking that does not block driveways
or cause bottlenecks. Some of the wider streets include
Masonic Drive, Longview Street, and the grassy-sides of
Lindell Road and Willowbrook Drive.
3. Event is rain or shine. Dress accordingly.
4. Leave pets at home; no food or drink allowed in homes.
5. Children must have a ticket and be accompanied by
an adult at all times; no strollers or backpacks allowed in
homes.

6. No interior photography allowed in any format, sketch
and notebooks are allowed.
7. Respect the homeowner’s privacy and do not open
closed doors or touch personal items.

Ninth Annual Tour of Historic Homes & Gardens:
Lindley Park
Saturday, May 18 @ 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Sunday, May 19 @ 1:00 pm - 5:00 pm
Preservation Greensboro’s Ninth Annual Tour of Historic Homes & Gardens features vintage homes in the
Lindley Park neighborhood during National Historic
Preservation Month of May.
Vintage homes which have opened their doors highlight
charming examples of early and mid-twentieth century
architecture and their surrounding landscapes.
“Lindley Park stands among Greensboro’s classic
park-centered neighborhoods,” says Benjamin Briggs,
Executive Director of Preservation Greensboro, “its
winding streets, sidewalks, parks, and shade trees are the
legacy of landscape architect Earle Sumner Draper. Every
major North Carolina city has a Draper neighborhood
of esteem, and Lindley Park is ours!”
The tour is the flagship fundraiser for Preservation
Greensboro. For more information and details visit

preservationgreensboro.org

Leslie Stainback
Broker / Realtor

336.508.5634

Leslie.Stainback@trmhomes.com

&
Frank Slate Brooks
Broker / Realtor

336.708.0479

FrankSlate.Brooks@trmhomes.com

Their love for Lindley Park
and support of
Preservation Greensboro,
is reflected in their work!

Protecting
the story
We pride ourselves on learning the unique
exposures and story of each historic property we
insure. In conjunction with our carrier partners,
we can secure a comprehensive insurance policy
that will protect that story for years to come.

866.269.0944
nationaltrust-insurance.org
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Lindley Park

J. Van Lindley
He Put the Green in Greensboro!

The developer and namesake of Lindley Park is John Van Lindley (1838–1918). Lindley was a native of Monrovia, Indiana, but he was
deeply rooted in North Carolina, where his parents were born. As a boy, his family returned to Guilford County where they established the
New Garden Nursery to provide fruit trees to area farmers.
Lindley was known as a pomologist, Unionist, civic protagonist, and an intrepid businessman. Although a member of the pacifist Quakers, he joined the Union army and served for three years as a private in the regular cavalry of Missouri.
After his service in the Civil War, Lindley returned to North Carolina and worked with his family’s nursery. His first marriage to Mary
Coffin ended tragically when she died one year after their wedding. His second marriage to Sandia Cook, in 1875, resulted in five children.
In 1877 he established Pomona Nursery, a 900-acre facility specializing in varieties of apple, peach, plum, mulberry, grapes, nut trees,
shade trees, evergreens, shrubs, and cut flowers. He expanded his holdings in 1899 to include Pomona Terra-Cotta, one of the largest
manufacturers of vitrified clay and sewer lines in the nation. He served in other
leadership roles including the president of the Southern Stock Mutual Fire
Insurance Company and as a director of the Southern Life and Trust Company.
In 1912 he was selected as vice-president of Jefferson Standard Life Insurance
Company. In his capacity as a businessman, he was remembered for always
wearing a red carnation from his own greenhouse pinned to his coat lapel.
Lindley was also a philanthropist. Beginning in 1888 he served on the Guilford College Board of Trustees and donated generously to the institution. He
started a school in the Pomona area for his employees’ children and his own.
The Lindley Elementary School and the Lindley Junior High School in Greensboro were named for him.
In 1902, Lindley leased 26 acres of land on which parts of his nursery once
stood to the Greensboro Electric Company for the development of a resort park. Lindley Park, as it was referred, overlooked a lake and initially featured attractions such as a vaudeville stage and a dance pavilion that was open until 1am! Additional acts and attractions were later
added, including a nightly bicycle and trapeze performance on a wire suspended
eighty-five feet above the lake, a shooting gallery, a summer theatre seating 1,000,
a refreshment stand, bowling alleys, and soda fountains. The park was accessed
by Greensboro’s electric car line, a trolley operated by the park’s owner that ran
down the middle of Spring Garden Street from the city center.
When the contractual terms for the amusement park expired in 1917, the park
was closed and sold to a consortium led by developer Davis White. In May 1918,
Lindley announced his donation of 40 acres for use as a park. He commissioned
Earle Sumner Draper to survey and plat the park space and neighborhood
located on and around the former amusement park land. Lindley
died the next month.
Lindley’s legacy runs deep in
Greensboro. Schools and park
spaces reference his civic contributions, but perhaps his most
appropriate legacy was cultivated
nearly 75 years after his death when
portions of Lindley Park were repurposed
as the Greensboro Arboretum, a 17-acre
community resource that best represents
his lifetime work.

In May 1918, Lindley
announced his
donation of 40 acres
for use as a park.
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Where we’ve been

PHIL ADELPHIA
WASHINGTON DC
LOS ANGELES
HAVANA
CAPE TOWN
PALM SPRINGS

Where we’re going

2019
THE ARCHITECTURE
OF ENGLAND
Inspired by Hillside

For more information, visit studiotraveler.com

Preservation GSO

Earle Sumner Draper

Planner of the Suburban Ideal

The neighborhood recognized today as Lindley Park
is an amalgam of subdivisions that were created as
early as 1902. Rectilinear streets such as Scott Avenue,
Northridge and Longview streets represent the oldest
rectilinear “checkerboard” portions of the neighborhood.
They contrast sharply with the curvilinear streets such as
Willowbrook and Springwood drives, and Lindell Road
that best represent the work of city planner
Earle Sumner Draper.

that was in contrast to the mixed-use urban experience. For a
contemporary neighborhood in nearby High Point, he stated
observations that could apply to Lindley Park. “There will be
little grading,” he said, “with tendency to steeper grades, which
will discourage through traffic and thereby add to the pleasure
of the people living there. The streets proper will not be broad
as a further discouragement to business and through traffic. The

Draper was born in Falmouth, Massachusetts,
in 1893. He earned a B.S. in landscape
architecture In 1915 from Massachusetts State
College at Amherst, and he was soon hired
by the eminent Cambridge, Massachusetts
landscape planner John Nolen. Nolen directed
Draper to the New South bastion of Charlotte,
NC where he served as the resident landscape
architect for Myers Park. Draper established
his own firm in Charlotte in 1917, specializing
in residential neighborhoods and mill villages.
He had a wide influence in North Carolina,
designing Hayes-Barton in Raleigh; Forest
Hills in Durham; Eastover in Charlotte; and
Emerywood in High Point.
His only known work in Greensboro is Lindley
Park, though he worked in 1916 under John Nolan’s
employment to beautify Irving Park in partnership with
Van Lindley. Lindley Park was previously an amusement
park, but its owner, Van Lindley, donated lowlands along
stream courses to the city for use as park space. The gift was
conditional on terms that the city build two drives, with
water and sewer service, along each side of the greensward.
These drives were named Willowbrook Drive and Lindell
Road. The park continued north, across Walker Avenue, to
join with a larger park located alongside the North Buffalo
Creek. As an ensemble, Lindley Park’s heart was a 64-acre
rambling park space in the shape of an inverted Y.
Draper sought to design an idyllic suburban community
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place will have a cozy, domestic character, quiet, self-contained
and garden-like, creating the charming suburban feeling,
affording sunshine with ample free space to every home.”
In 1927, Draper was named a Fellow of the American Society
of Landscape Architects. He died on July 1, 1994 in his home
in Vero Beach. He was 100 years old.
Curved and tree-lined streets, generous park space, and deep
setbacks gives the Lindley Park community character that has
been replicated across the city for 100 years. Due to Draper’s
forward-thinking land plan, Lindley Park presents a pioneering
design that remains popular today.

Lindley Park

810 Willowbrook
Joseph Marvin Hunt was born in Kernersville and was
founder of the Hunt Brothers Plumbing and Heating Company. In 1902, he married Pattie Kirkman of
Walker Avenue, and the couple began a family of five,
including Joseph Marvin, Jr., Kenneth, Eleanor, Ruth
Adelaide, and Barbara. The Hunts worshipped at College Place Methodist Church, where Joseph was a charter member of its Men’s Christian Service Club. The
family did not remain in the house very long. Joseph
sold the property back to his bank in 1930 and soon
the house appeared in the newspaper for rent. The next
homeowners did not move into the house until 1940.
The Greensboro Daily News reported on July 24th,
1925, “The biggest single permit yesterday was taken
out by J. M. Hunt for the construction of a nine-room
two-story brick veneer home on Willowbrook drive, to
cost $10,000. The home is to have a slate roof and is to
be modern in every respect.”
Topped by a deep green glazed Ludowici tile roof,
sheathed in a deep red brick and trimmed in crisp
white woodwork, this well-designed two-story Co8

lonial Revival house was inspired by restorations
conducted in the 1920s at Williamsburg, Virginia.
These restoration projects were based on academic
studies that gathered colonial period architectural
details which were available for use by architects and
buildings across the country. The Hunt House exhibits
details typical of colonial architecture including the
central entryway with sidelights and transom sheltered
by an arched stoop, and a detailed cornice featuring
delicate dentils. The roof, originally anticipated to be
of slate, was sheathed in clay tiles – perhaps a colorful
nod to the some of the
grand estates of Fisher
and Irving Parks. The
south facing sunporch
and the upstairs sleeping porch were both
amenities to provide
relief during the hot
summers – before
the widespread use of
air-conditioning!

Lindley Park

The Pattie
and Joe Hunt
House
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2617 Beechwood
This two-story brick Tudor Revival house was built
by Emily and Curtis Holland in 1927. Curtis, a native of Chatham County and veteran of World War
I, was employed as the assistant advertising manager
at Vick Chemical Company at the time they erected
their home. Emily and Curtis were married in 1927,
and had two sons, Otis and David and one daughter,
Ashley. Life in the house with a young family was
quite active, but Emily found time to join neighborhood social and civic circles, such as the Lindley Park
Welfare Committee, the Lindley Park Garden Committee, and the Twenty Readers Book Club. The family
worshipped at Christ Wesleyan Church where Curtis
served as Treasurer and taught the Holland Bible
Class. The Hollands remained in the house until their
deaths. Emily died in 1979, and Curtis in 1981.

features some half-timber work in the steep gable.
Casement windows, prominent chimneys and a segmental arched entry round out the Medieval-inspired
composition. Notable interior details include ample
windows that allow natural light, a circular floor plan
for entertaining, and living space in the converted
garage. The guard house for Curtis’s longtime employer, Vick’s Chemical, stands in the back yard! The
house sits on a double lot, with a former garage to the
rear (now enclosed) and a lush woodland garden with
mature trees to the east.

The Holland house is a classic example of Tudor
architecture, a style that Curtis might have observed
on duty in Europe during service in World War I. The
form of the house is irregular, as if to imply the house
evolved organically through various additions over
time. A brick gabled wing dominates the façade and
9

Lindley Park

The Emily and
Curtis Holland
House
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608 Longview
This house was likely a speculative investment by real
estate agent R. C. Millikan financed through Prudential Insurance in 1927. It was sold to Mattie and William Mayes who assumed a mortgage of $5,100, but
the Mayes did not live in the house very long, if ever
– they sold the house and it served as an investment
property in the years after the Stock Market Crash of
1929. In 1931, Lessie H. and William B. Payne purchased the house for their growing family. The couple
had been married in 1923 and had three children:
Evelyn, Jean and William, Jr. William was a salesman
with the Corbett Motor Truck Company and served as
its president in Henderson, NC from 1938-1944. He
was remembered for his civic service with the Guilford Lodge No. 656, the Oasis Temple of the Shrine,
and the Rotary Club of Jamestown. Lessie was active
in the 1930s developing a neighborhood playground
and she served on the Lindley Park Garden Club. The
family briefly lived in Henderson, but they returned to
Longview where they lived until 1948.

features include the use of wire-cut brick, battered
post-on-pier porch supports and shingled gables. A
wide and deep front porch provided space for a swing,
and lots of room for warm summer evenings of gossip
and ghost stories. Interior spaces include a living room
with a fireplace and mantel. The plan provides just
enough wall and floor space for prestigious items such
as a davenport or a small piano. An open floor plan
provides entry to the dining room, with space for a
breakfront and table for four. The kitchen is efficiently
arranged with access to a long hall to sleeping quarters. To the rear of the
property is a wonderful
home garden.

The Payne House is designed in the manner of a
classic American bungalow. Notable eye-catching
10

Lindley Park

The Lessie and
William Payne
House
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Think of them as house
guests with hammers.

When you remodel, you should expect

And you’ll hear about a relationship that

to see a lot of your contractor.

makes the process easy and exciting.

David and Leslie Millsaps have been

Call (336) 275-9457 and visit

invited into hundreds of Triad homes

DLMBuilders.com

over the last 25 years.
The remodeling speaks for itself, but
ask their clients about the experience.
You’ll hear about a husband and wife
team that listens and delivers beautiful
results...more functional kitchens, safer
baths and spacious additions.

Design | Remodel | Transform

484.553.9550

336.215.9767

336.772.7430

252.531.7456

336.337.4850

Luxurious, Old World Craftsmanship

Quality Custom Home Builder • Renovations • Remodeling

336.545.5923

Greensboro, NC

LICENSED & INSURED

SERVING THE TRIAD
& SURROUNDING AREAS

www.ClassicConstructionNC.com

YOUR MEMORY PROJECT
ARCHIVE / PRESERVE / RESTORE

scanning, digitizing, & saving your

SLIDES, FILM, PHOTOS
& OTHER EPHEMERA

yourmemoryproject.com

We are proud to be Digital Archivists
of Preservation Greensboro
& Blandwood Mansion

612 Northridge
This modest frame house was likely constructed
between 1913 and 1916, either by Roxie and Walter
Hines, or by later owners Lucy and Thomas Hoyle.
The property was part of an early Lindley subdivision
known as Park Place, platted in 1902. The property
was subdivided in anticipation of the electric trolley
that began service in 1902, but property sales were
quite slow due to the subdivision’s location far from
the city center. Walter Andrew Hines was a veteran of
the Spanish-American War and employed by Lindley
as a nurseryman who cultivated plants for wholesale.
He and his wife, Roxie Edwards, were married in 1906,
and lived close to the railroad on today’s Oakland
Avenue as late as 1910. The young couple acquired land
near this house in 1913 and started a family of three
children: Bynum, Sherman, and Maude. The Hines’
owned the property for only three years before Walter
found employment at Reynolda House in nearby Winston-Salem by 1918, where he worked for nearly ten
years. In the 1920s, he took a position at the Cone Estate on Summit Avenue where he worked for 35 years.
Subsequent owners Lucy and Thomas Hoyle owned the
14

house until 1921. Hoyle was a prominent attorney who
later resided in a large frame house at 2318 Walker
Avenue.

Charmingly rural in its presentation, this one-story,
frame house stands as one of the oldest in the neighborhood. It is sited close to the street in a manner typical of the period. Many characteristics link the home’s
design to that of nineteenth-century rural farmhouses,
including a symmetrical façade, a full-width front
porch, and a central gable roofline. Interior appointments continue the
rural character of the
house, including beadboard-covered walls
(some never painted!),
surrounds with corner
blocks (also known
as “bull’s eyes”), and
architectural from
Architectural Salvager &
Greensboro.

Lindley Park

The HinesHoyle House
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631 Scott

Oral history maintains this house was moved across
Scott Avenue, and documentary evidence supports
this legend. The house is likely among the first erected in Lindley Park, associated with an early iteration
of the neighborhood known as Park Place. In 1910,
Lydia and James L. Cartland purchased the lot at 205
(later renumbered 632 Scott Avenue), and by 1912 the
couple were living at a residence at that location. The
Cartlands sold their home to Mary A. Richardson in
1916, who in turn sold to Cora and Rufus McClamroch. Their daughter, Kathryn, is referenced in Tour
House #6. McClamroch was a well-known owner of a
mantle and tile company on South Elm Street. In 1922,
the Greensboro Daily News reported Mr. and Mrs. R.
S. McClamroch have moved into their new home,
“Beechwood”, at 632 Scott Avenue. While building,
they made their home with their daughter, Mrs. C. E.
Bennett, at her home, “Oakhurst”, at 639 Scott Avenue.”
It is likely their c. 1912 home was moved across the
street, where a house appears at 208 Scott Avenue for
the first time in 1923. The first occupants at the new
location were Cora and Frank Smyre.
15

The two-story frame house is typical of Greensboro
residences of the first decade of the twentieth century.
Simply detailed, the Late Victorian form is characterized by a hipped roofline and a projecting hipped wing.
This wing, with exterior access, might have served as
an office. Decorative features are staid, including a
deep cornice with boxed eaves, nine over nine windows, and a half-width front porch. Interior details
curiously hint at an early construction date, such as
capped door and window trim, a square stair newel
post, and six-panel
doors. The house is a
special footnote for the
neighborhood and
represents the earliest history of Lindley
Park.

Lindley Park

The Lydia and
James Cartland
House
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639 Scott
Charles Elias Bennett, Sr. was born in Salem to a
family of Moravian stonecutters. His father and uncle
jointly owned Bennett’s Granite Quarry and operated the Winston-Salem Granite Works. On Christmas
Day, 1919, Charles married Kathryn McClamrock,
who lived with her parents at 632 Scott Avenue (see
Tour House #5). Charles found employment with the
Jefferson Standard Life Insurance Company in 1919,
where he remained for the duration of his professional
life. His highest position was Assistant Secretary there.
He was also a 33rd degree Mason and a member of the
Scottish Rites Body, and the Shriners. He was married four times and had three sons, Charles, Jr., John
Sanford, and Roland Lafayette. The Bennett’s put their
home on the market in 1934 for $7,000, but it was not
purchased until 1937, when it sold to Eva and Wilson
Mitchell. The Mitchells appear to have rented the house
back to the Bennett’s until 1953, when the pair divorced.

the $11,000 home features random-laid granite walls
alongside a Craftsman-style theme of design that
sports a high forward-facing gable roofline, paired
and tripled windows, diagonal eave knee-bracing
and a covered front stoop. To the south of the house
extends a pergola. Interior appointments include a
grand staircase, a fireplace with mantel, and a gracious
dining room. A garage to the rear matches the house
in design and material. The gardens around Oakhurst
include an impressive English boxwood-lined walk,
and a landscaped back
yard renovated in 2015 to
enhance privacy.

With familial connections to stone contracting,
it is not surprising that Kathryn and Charles
commissioned a stone house. Named “Oakhurst”,
16

Lindley Park

“Oakhurst”
The Kathryn
and Charles
Bennet
House
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Be the wellspring of

endless entertainment
at The Well•Spring Theatre.

NOW OPEN!
Experience one of the best theaters
in North Carolina – right ‘in your own home!’
• Concerts, plays, dance, lectures, movies and more
• State-of-the-art acoustics, lighting and projection
• 340 seats • Hosting many of the region’s best
arts and educational organizations

336.545.5400 • Well-Spring.org

HERITAGE GREENS

WHERE FRIENDS BECOME FAMILY!
Three decades of experience means senior living that you can depend
on. We have a reputation for offering a friendly, family-like setting with a
full continuum of senior lifestyle options, including Independent Living,
Assisted Living and Memory Care. We are proud to serve Greensboro area
seniors and are continually committed to offering quality care, consistent
service and the senior living expertise that you and your family deserve.
Services-at-a-glance:
· Wellness, health and fitness program
· In-house activities seven days a week with programs
designed to stimulate mental and physical abilities
· Three delicious meals daily plus snacks
· Medication management
· Licensed staff trained in dementia disorders
· 24-hour staffing and emergency assistance

Call 336.299.4400 to learn more
about becoming a part of our family.
LifeatHeritageGreens.com | Facebook.com/HeritageGreens

HG Where Friends Become Family 7.25 x 4.875 Preservation Greensboro.indd 1

A KISCO COMMUNITY

4/26/19 9:54 AM

Architectural Salvage
Showroom Hours
Friday 10am to 5pm
Saturday 9am to 3pm
Don’t forget to keep an eye
out for our September 14th
Vintage Market!

Available To Save

Christian Advocate Building
For Lease
Call Jason Ofsanko
336-812-3300

Located at
1028-B Huffman St.
Greensboro NC 27405
336-389-9118

In appreciation of our generous
tour donors!
Kathy and Daniel Craft
Barbara Hall
Frank Brooks and Brad Newton
Betsy Craft and Marcus Horth
Southern Lights Bistro

Guided Tours
Tues-Sat– 11am to 4pm
Sunday 2pm to 5pm
336-272-5003

Blandwood

Join
Preservation Greensboro

Walking Tours
Wednesday at 7pm
Check website for details on
where to meet and parking

Admissions
$8 for Adults
$5 for kids under 12
$7 for groups 10+

We have a great story!
WWW.PreservationGreensboro.org
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