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Ouch, that hurts.



Greensboro fared poorly on two recently published lists by the American Institute of Architects of
North Carolina ranking North Carolina’s Favorite Architecture (List A was solicited from the general
public, list B was drawn from AIA members). Our beloved Jefferson Standard Building was the only
mention, coming in at number 22 of 23 favorite places.

Our railway station and even Blandwood (designed
by one of three founding member’s of the AlA)
were bested by such popular structures as the
Charlotte / Douglas International Airport Parking
Deck (image right: AIA NC website), tobacco barns,
and a building destroyed seven years ago - the
Catalano House in Raleigh.

High Point earned a mention with the Natuzzi
Americas showroom on South Elm Street, and
Winston-Salem won kudos for Graylyn Conference
Center as well as Old Salem. Asheboro saw
recognition of the African Pavilion at the NC Zoo.

Does this mean the Gate City pales in comparison to the architectural splendor of Charlotte and
Raleigh, each receiving six and eight nominations respectively? | really don't think so. However,
both of those cities are far ahead of Greensboro in understanding the power of architecture and
good design. Raleigh has developed an appreciation of architecture in being the home of the
NCSU School of Design since 1948. Charlotte was hit over the head with the importance of good
design with architect Robert A. M. Stern’s 1986 proclamation that Queen City was “the ugliest
collection of third-rate buildings in America.” Through the years, the press in both cities has
cultivated a population that has an appreciation of architecture and design. In contrast, the
Greensboro News and Record has provided little coverage on design issues, focusing instead on
historic preservation (and often on the conflicts therein).

So, there you have it: very poor representation for the Gate City in terms of awareness of
architecture in a statewide context. Preservation Greensboro’s own polling confirms that the
Jefferson Standard Building ranks high in the minds of our citizens as an important landmark...
along with our collection of unique college campuses, South EIm Street, and our neighborhoods.
That appreciation has not, evidently, translated to higher levels.

PGI continues to cultivate initiatives intended to raise public awareness of architecture and design
in Greensboro; it's part of our mission. As Tribune critic Blair Kamin said last Thursday “If all of
your city's buildings and public spaces are third-rate, then the image of your city is third-rate.” We
don't need to head off on that path. Greensboro can do much better than that.

Thanks to Mac Whatley for the link to the AIA NC site.
Written by Benjamin Briggs

Preservation Greensboro contributes a key role in the growth of Greensboro’s economy and
vitality through tourism, reinvestment, and place-making. With diverse initiatives that help
you to restore, explore, and connect with your community, Preservation Greensboro
provides a voice for revitalization, improved quality of life, and conservation of historic
resources for future generations. Are you a member yet? Learn more about Greensboro’s



only member-supported preservation organization by exploring our website or joining
our Facebook page. Please join us today!
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Please Join Us!

Did you know? As Greensboro’s only not-for-profit advocate for historic preservation, we
receive no funding from city, state, nor federal sources. Our success is based on your
support. Members receive two free passes to Blandwood, and much more. Preservation
Greensboro is among North Carolina's oldest city-based organizations dedicated to saving
our community's architectural treasures!

Join Us!

Preservation Greensboro Contact Us
Blog

Preservation Greensboro
Mysteries of City Hall Remain PO Box 13136
Unsolved Greensboro NC 27415
July 7, 2023 336-272-5003

Offices Located in Blandwood
Beginning a New Chapter at PGl Mansion

June 29, 2023
Blandwood Mansion

Long Ago Destroyed Greensboro 447 West Washington Street
House Rediscovered Greensboro NC 27401
June 21, 2023 336-272-5003
The Secrets of Westerwood, Architectural Salvage of
Revisited Greensboro
May 17, 2023 1028-B Huffman Street
In East Greensboro
Mystery House Open for Tour 336-389-9118

Ahead of Restoration
May 16, 2023 f v O in



@ © 2024 Preservation Greensboro Inc. All Rights Reserved. Home About Blog Donate Events Contact



